
Domain Names
Decoded
What you actually own
and how it all connects.

Holds the registration for your domain
name. Think: the deed to your address.

Stores your website files and serves
your site to visitors.

Squarespace
WordPress hosting
Wix

Runs your inbox and receives mail
sent to your domain.

DOMAIN REGISTRAR

EXAMPLES

GoDaddy
Namecheap
Google Domains

WEB HOST

EXAMPLES

EMAIL PROVIDER

EXAMPLES
Google Workspace
Microsoft 365

A

A RECORD
Points your domain to your
website. If it's wrong, your

website does not load.

MX

MX RECORD
Points your domain to your
email provider. If it's wrong,

incoming email can stop.

TXT

TXT RECORD
Used for verification and

security, including SPF and
DKIM.

Before anyone changes your website, hosting, or DNS
Confirm you can log in to the domain registrar.
Write down where DNS is currently managed.
Document the existing A, MX, and TXT records before making changes.
If the website is moving, confirm the new A record before launch.
After DNS changes, re-check MX and TXT records so email and verification records were not
accidentally removed.
Make sure more than one trusted person knows where the registrar credentials are stored.
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